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Department mourns the loss of three faculty
Since our last newsletter the Department has been saddened by the deaths of three faculty
associated with Chemistry. The Department mourns the losses of Professor Emeritus C. Frank
Shaw III and Associate Professor David A. Rubin (joint appointment with Biological Sciences)
who both passed away in November, 2016. A touching article on Dr. Shaw appeared in The
Vidette (http://tinyurl.com/CFShawIII ). The Department also was saddened by the loss of
Professor Emeritus John F. Hansen in March, 2017. His obituary can be found online (https://
tinyurl.com/JFHansen). Many students in the Science Laboratory Building (and previously in
Felmley Hall) were impacted by these three men. Our condolences go out to their families
and friends. They will be missed.
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Updates from Alumni
Trisha Blood (B.S. ‘06, M.S. ‘12, Peters) is currently teaching at Illinois Valley Community College. She was honored
by Physics as one of their Alumni Day guests during 2016 Homecoming — she was a triple major as an undergraduate!
After a summer performing in Lumberjack Adventure at Dollywood, James Brault (B.S. ‘14, M.S. ’16, Friesen) is
beginning a biomedical engineering Ph.D. program at Tulane.
Andrew Calcaterra (B.S. ‘08, McLauchlan) is now working for Pinellas County in Florida doing water quality work.
Donna Coolidge (B.S. ‘83) was appointed the Assistant Director of Monitoring and Research, Analytical Laboratories
Division at the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago.
Paul DeJong (B.S. ‘15) played baseball for the entire 2016 season for the Springfield (MO) Cardinals, the AA affiliate
of the St. Louis Cardinals. He was named a mid-season Texas League All-Star at third base, and played in the Arizona
Fall League, where he was named a “Fall Star”. He is currently playing for AAA Memphis to begin the 2017 season.
Dick Ebeling (B.S. ‘59) received the 2016 Friend of A+ Award from the A+ Foundation for West Aurora Schools. He
was honored for his dedication to the district and forty years of service to Aurora West. He retired from teaching in
1999.
Josh Jarodsky (B.S. ‘13, M.S. ’16, Jones) is a research associate at Washington University-St. Louis.
Zach Lawton (B.S. ‘14, M.S. ‘16, Mulligan) is now working for Perkin Elmer.
Dr. Amy (Micklos) Lewis (B.S. ‘03, Hunter) wrote “Allen Parker Lewis (to be known as Parker) arrived sixteen days late
on 9/16 weighing in at 9lbs and 21 inches long. Big sister Aquinnah is thrilled.”
Andrew Maas (B.S. ‘01) was honored by Geography-Geology as their Alumni Day guest during 2016 Homecoming —
he was a double major as an undergraduate. He is an expert in deep water exploration and production for
ExxonMobil in Houston.
Mark Servos (B.S. ‘14, M.S. ‘16, Peters) has recently begun a position at AbbVie.
Timothy L. Turner (B.S. ‘12, Jones/McLauchlan) earned his Ph.D. in Food Science from University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign and is now a post-doctoral fellow at Northwestern University’s Feinburg School of Medicine.

Updates from Faculty and Staff
Kudos
Prof. Jeremy Driskell received a grant from the Defense
Threat Reduction Agency to study Antibody-Antigen
Kinetics.
Prof. Greg Ferrence was appointed to the American
Chemical Society Committee on Economic and
Professional Affairs (CEPA) for 2017-2018.
Hope Fine won the ISU New Undergraduate Advisor
Award.
Prof. Andy Mitchell got a grant from the National Science
Foundation for $210,000 to study [5+2] Cycloadditions.

Prof. Lisa Szczepura won the 2016 Outstanding Achievement in Science award, presented at the Central Illinois
Women in STEM Gala on October 1st.

Best wishes
Prof. Bob Quandt started a new position at Bemidji
State University in fall 2016. Good luck!
Lab Manager Robyn Schuline began a new position
across campus at Research and Sponsored Programs in
January 2017.

50th Anniversary Celebration

Alumni, faculty, staff, students, friends, and family gathered
on Saturday October 22, 2016, aka “Mole Day Eve”, to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Department. The day
kicked off in Felmley Hall with Profs. Emeriti Jim Webb and
Otis Rothenberger (top left) performing their Is It Chemistry
or Is It Magic? chemical demonstration show. There was also
a live performance of the 2016 Mole Day song by Mike Offutt
‘70 (left) and Prof. Marge Jones (above) and the rest of the
audience raised 18.00 g (or so) of H2O and said dasvidanya
during his Mendeleev song. ISU Archivist April Anderson (left)
shared some history of the Department and audience members were able to interact with artifacts after the talk. In the
afternoon, the group moved to Julian Hall for scientific talks
by Prof. Tim Lash, Ron Archer ‘53, and Prof. Emeritus Cheryl
Stevenson (clockwise at right with Stevenson center in red).
Following delicious cake (above) and a group photo (top, facing page), we enjoyed time with an emeritus panel including
Profs. Emeriti Webb, Mike Kurz, and Reef Morse (left). Finally, participants were invited to celebrate our combined history with Physics and we enjoyed a planetarium show (facing
page, center). Thank you to all who were able to join us —
there were many more folks than in that group photo! Thank
you to all who shared memories that were on display as well.

Items Available
We have some items available for sale from the
festivities if anyone is interested. We have mugs
($5), t-shirts ($10), water bottles ($10), and golf
balls ($10) available. Please email us at
ISUChem50@IllinoisState.edu for further details!

Homecoming 2016

October 8, 2016 was a perfect fall
day as students, alumni, faculty,
staff, friends, and family gathered to
watch the parade and tailgate as part
of Homecoming 2016! See our
Facebook page for a full album. We
hope to see you on Oct. 21, 2017!

Alumni Day Guest
Phil Januszewski (B.S. ‘05) was our guest for Alumni
Day on October 7, 2016. Phil currently teaches at
Carl Sandburg High School in Orland Park, IL and is
the co-founder of M&P Presentations, LLC. He
shared his story and life philosophy with students,
faculty, staff, and friends during his visit. His impact
on others could be seen clearly as we walked around
campus and heard numerous enthusiastic shouts of
“Mr. J!” Thanks for being our guest and for being
such a great ambassador for the Redbirds!

Stay in Touch!
Alumni of the Department of Chemistry are an important component to the continued success of our
program. By going forth and "Spreading the Red" and
making us proud, our alumni represent the Department well around the city, state, country, and world.
We are always excited to hear what our alumni are
up to now and to keep them involved in the happenings in and around the Department. Drop a line to
Chemistry@IllinoisState.edu or alumni liaison Dr.
Greg Ferrence (ferrence@ilstu.edu).
Like us.

Join us.

Follow us.

New Faculty Profile: Dr. Christopher Weitzel
Christopher Weitzel has joined the Department of Chemistry as an Assistant Professor of
biochemistry. Weitzel holds a Ph.D. in biological chemistry from Indiana University. He completed a postdoctoral fellowship at Brandeis University, where he investigated mechanisms of
cell cycle control and chromosome organization in Escherichia coli (E. coli) using genetic, biochemical, imaging, and cell-based assays. In addition, he has also served as a
research scientist, lecturer, and course coordinator at the University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign.
At this time, he has two manuscripts in progress, one on the topic of E.
coli genome organization and its co-dependence on transcription and a
DNA binding protein, and the other on the duplication of an aminoacyltRNA synthetase (aaRS), LeuRS, in Archaea. Currently, research in the
Weitzel lab focuses on understanding adaptations of the aaRS scaffold
to facilitate the acquisition of new, and potentially essential, functions.
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