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Greetings! I hope this latest ChemLetter finds you well wherever you may be. As I write this, we are heading
in to the final stretch of the semester. It is a busy stretch , which you’ll read about in the next newsletter,
but will all happen before you even get this one. Spoiler alert — Twisting of time like that is reminiscent of
some movies about to come out (or long out by the time you read this!). This past few months have been a
busy time of productivity and learning in the department and we look forward to celebrating the end of
another successful semester and school year. Our students, faculty, and staff have all been doing such great
things that time seems to have flown by in a snap! Please enjoy this glimpse in to some of the goings on
within the department and this snapshot of some of our successes. Thank you for the support which helps
make that success possible and thanks for reading. Craig C. McLauchlan

Morgan Grunloh named Lincoln Laureate
Illinois State University’s Morgan Grunloh (B.S. ‘19, Hitchcock) of
Lexington has been named one of this year’s outstanding college
students by the Lincoln Academy of Illinois.
The Lincoln Academy’s Abraham Lincoln Civic Engagement Awards
are presented for excellence in curricular and extracurricular
activities to seniors from each of the state’s four-year, degreegranting colleges and universities, and one student from the
community colleges in Illinois. The Academy recognized students
during the annual Student Laureate Convocation in November.
A senior at Illinois State majoring in chemistry and minoring in Spanish, Grunloh plans to attend graduate
school to become an anesthesiologist assistant. Selected to join a faculty member’s research team, Grunloh
is committed to her work in the laboratory and plans to share her research at the American Chemical Society
meeting in Boston. Earlier this year, Grunloh received one of the University’s most distinguished awards, the
Bone Scholarship [see Winter 2018 ChemLetter].
The epitome of a successful student athlete, Grunloh is head of the ISU Cheer Team and is a top contributor
of the team’s community service projects. She also volunteers with Adult Day Services at Advocate BroMenn
Regional Medical Center. Along with her studies and community service, Grunloh serves as an assistant
cheerleading coach and choreographer for Lexington High School.
— Modified from ISU News

Chemists on the Cover
We are pleased to celebrate the latest “cover article”
out of the ISU Chemistry Department (right), published
earlier this year.
The Department remained very productive in 2018 with
27 total publications involving 29 unique student
co-authors, and 70 conference presentations, involving
44 unique students. Student co-authors on our work
remains a point of pride within the Department and
ISU’s College of Arts and Sciences as a whole. Given the
number of students at the spring ACS meeting (see p. 7),
this trend will continue in 2019. Our 2018 grant success
has been previously highlighted in these pages over the
course of the year and we are hopeful for continued
success with pending proposal applications!

Wongi Jang, Richard Taylor IV, Pascal N.
Eyimegwu, Hongsik Byun, and Jun-Hyun
Kim* ChemPhysChem 2019, 20, 70–77.

Faculty/Staff Updates
John Baur will return to Chemistry
in Fall 2020 after 6.5 years as
Associate Vice President for
Research and Graduate Studies.
Willy Hunter will return to
Chemistry in Spring 2020 after
10 years as Director of the Center for Math, Science, and
Technology (CeMaST).

Chris Mulligan and spouse Jamie
welcomed their second child, son
Owen Christopher Mulligan on
December 17th.

Tony Ludwig received the
Scott M. Elliott Award for
Outstanding Staff Award: Civil
Service from the College of Arts and
Sciences and the Safety Program
Outstanding Student award.

Jean Standard is retiring at the
end of May after 29 years of
service to the department.
Lisa Szczepura and the Charles
Morris STEM Social Team received
Honorable Mention in the Team
Excellence Award during Founder’s
Day.

Previous Cover Articles
Kim’s article joins a number of other cover articles already proudly displayed on the walls of Julian Hall 214:
A) Jean M. Standard and Brian K. Clark, J. Chem. Educ. 1999, 76, 1363-1366.
B) Ruwan T. Kurulugama, David O. Wipf, Sara A. Takacs, Sirinun Pongmayteegul, Paul A.
Garris, and John E. Baur Anal. Chem. 2005, 77, 1111-1117.
C) Catherine M. Cillo and Timothy D. Lash Tetrahedron 2005, 61, 11615-11627.
D) Jessica A. El-Beck and Timothy D. Lash Eur. J. Org. Chem. 2007, 2007, 3981-3990.

E) Craig C. McLauchlan and Debbie C. Crans Dalton Trans. 2013, 42, 11734.
F) Deyaa I. AbuSalim and Timothy D. Lash Org. Biomol. Chem. 2013, 11, 8306-8323.
G) Adam E. O’Leary, Herbert Oberacher, Seth E. Hall, and Christopher C. Mulligan Analytical Methods 2015,
7, 3331-3339.

H) Timothy D. Lash Org. Biomol. Chem. 2015, 13, 7846-7878.
I) Stephen R. Hughes, Elby J. Cox, Sookie S. Bang, Rebecca J. Pinkelman, Juan Carlos López-Núñez, Badal C.
Saha, Nasib Qureshi, William R. Gibbons, Michelle R. Fry, Bryan R. Moser, Kenneth M. Bischoff, Siqing
Liu, David E. Sterner, Tauseef R. Butt, Steven B. Riedmuller, Marjorie A. Jones, Néstor M. Riaño-Herrera
J. Lab. Autom. 2015, 20, 621-635.
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Physicians Kathy Bohn ’74, M.S. ’80 and Tom
Physicians Kathy Bohn ’74, M.S. ’80 and Tom Nielsen were
honored on Friday, October 26 for funding improvements to
the technology, space, and furnishings in Room 215 Julian
Hall. As a thank you for the couple’s generosity, the room
formerly known as the Chemistry Resource room was
rededicated as the Bohn Nielsen Resource Room.
At the dedication ceremony, President Larry Dietz spoke of
his friendship with Bohn and Nielsen, and their tendency to
“save the day.” Both worked as emergency physicians for
two decades.
From their aid in emergency situations to their financial support of Illinois State, the couple has always been willing to
lend a hand. They now own Vein Specialists in Bloomington.

Left to Right: Craig Gatto, Pat Vickerman, Drs.Kathy
Bohn ’74, M.S. ’80 and Tom Nielsen President Dr. Larry
Dietz, and Dr. Craig McLauchlan.

“I’ve known Dr. Bohn and Dr. Nielsen for many years,”
Dietz said. “I’m inspired by their dedication to ISU, and
the priority they’ve placed on the creation of
innovative spaces on campus.”
Bohn and Nielsen are fervent supporters of Illinois
State’s students, faculty, and facilities. Bohn was
involved on campus while earning bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in biological sciences. She has served
on ISU’s Foundation Board of Directors since 1996, and
has been active on the Alumni Board of Directors.

Drs. Kathy Bohn ’74, M.S. ’80 and Tom Nielsen.

Though Nielsen is not an Illinois State graduate, he
shares a passion for the University. The two have

supported many areas, including Athletics and the Ewing Cultural Center. They established the Bohn Nielsen
Healthcare Pre-professional Scholarship awarded to a full-time junior or senior student participating in the Healthcare
Preprofessional Program.
The Bohn Nielsen Resource Room has helped further the
Redbirds Rising campaign pillar of innovation. The newlydedicated space offers a comfortable place for students to study,
meet with tutors, or take a break.
“Our days get long, so it’s nice to have a welcoming, cozy space
to study or rest in between classes,” said biochemistry and prepharmacy major Justin Chhoeun (B.S. ‘19, Lash/Sullivan). “It’s
also a convenient way to find people when you need help with
an assignment or project.”

Justin Chhoeun addresses the audience

Nielsen Establish Bohn-Nielsen Resource Room
Vice President of University Advancement Pat Vickerman is equally
appreciative. “We are so grateful for Kathy and Tom’s ongoing
dedication and enthusiasm for ISU. They give generously of their time
and resources to strengthen the University. The Bohn Nielsen Resource Room will impact generations of ISU students.”
Generational support was a theme at the dedication ceremony.
Bohn’s mother, Betty Bohn, was acknowledged by Kathy for being an
integral part of her journey. The couple’s daughter, Dr. Beth Nielsen,
also attended the celebration.
Chemistry Department Chair Craig McLauchlan and Director of the
School of Biological Sciences Craig Gatto expressed their gratitude.

Drs. Kathy Bohn ’74, M.S. ’80 and Tom Nielsen and
their daughter and mother.

“We’re extremely grateful for Kathy and Tom’s generosity. Their contributions allowed us to make the space much
more functional and welcoming for our students. It is now a place where students can collaborate, learn, and further
their studies,” McLauchlan said.
“Kathy and Tom are scientists who understand that science is a collaborative endeavor. Creating this resource room
for our students as a place to share ideas and experiences will pay dividends for many years to come. It’s also
significant that the room is located near our research laboratories, where students are actively engaged in scientific
discovery,” Gatto said.
The couple enjoyed interacting with students during the dedication.
“It brings me back, seeing students engaging in this space,” Bohn said. “We’re thrilled that we’ve been able to
contribute to students’ experiences at ISU.”

Redbirds Rising: The Campaign for Illinois State promotes scholarship, leadership, and innovation. To learn more about
how to support the College of Arts and Sciences, including the Department of Chemistry and the School of Biological
Sciences, visit the College of Arts and Sciences Giving page.
Text adapted from Redbird Rising Spring Update piece by Laura Freyman, published April 29, 2019.

(L to R) ISU President Larry Dietz speaks with Chemistry students
David Platt, Alissa Latham and Melissa Mathius at the ribbon
cutting reception.

A more typical day in the Bohn Nielsen Resource Room!

Updates from Alumni
Dr. Jakoah Brgoch (B.S. ’06, M.S. ‘08, Cedeño) received the 2019 Undergraduate Research Mentor Award from the
University of Houston. He also recently received funding from the Welch Foundation.
Dr. Jessica Durham (B.S. ’10, M.S. ‘12, Szczepura) is a post-doctoral fellow at Argonne National Lab. She was featured
in a video during National Postdoc Appreciation Week: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nlw9q1slJyg
Samantha Huffman (B.S. ’16, Ferrence; M.S. ‘18 M. Webb) is now a Medicinal Researcher at AMRI in Albany, NY.
Dr. Beth Helmink (B.S. ‘04, Friesen) writes that she is “now a board certified general surgeon (MD PhD from
Washington University in 2012 and completed general surgery residency from Vanderbilt University in 2017) now
completing specialty training in Surgical Oncology at MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, Texas. I am also pursuing
translational research, specifically looking at the role of the microbiome in the response to immunotherapy in
melanoma patients here. Exciting stuff.” Some of that work recently appeared in Nature Medicine.
Ashley (née Mericle) and Keith Boyd (B.S. ‘09, M.S. ‘11, Friesen) had an early Christmas present and welcomed their
daughter Emma Nicole, who was born December 13 at 9:24pm.

Ray Lesniewski (B.S. ’87) announced the release of the third audiobook he has narrated, CFI! The Book: A Satirical
Aviation Comedy.
Michelle Penn (B.S. ‘11, Ferrence, M.S. ‘13, Driskell) is a safety and compliance specialist at University of South Florida
in St. Petersburg.

Dr. George van den Driessche (M.S. ‘15, Standard) defended his Ph.D. at North Carolina State University. He was
profiled for his science communication outreach here: http://ncst.at/VnYctF
Jess Wickline (B.S. ‘17, Jones) stopped by the Department and reported that she is now a Ph.D. student at University of
Texas Health Science Center San Antonio in Physiology and Pharmacology.

Students, faculty, and staff visited the U.S.
Department of Agriculture National Center for
Agricultural Utilization Research (USDA-NCAUR) in
Peoria, IL.

The 2018-19 University Club Scholars include
Morgan Grunloh (B.S. ‘19, Hitchcock, third from
left) and Daniel Burr (M.S. ‘19 expected, Driskell,
fifth from left).

ACS Meeting in Orlando
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A small sampling of people and events captured during
the American Chemical Society meeting in Orlando, FL
March 31-April 4, 2019. Clockwise from top left: A)
Kaylee Kuzelka accepts the Honorable Mention Chapter
Award for Chem Club; B) Pascal Eyimegwu poses with the
ACS sign at the convention center; (C-G) alumni,
faculty (current and emeritus!), current students, “Flat
Reggie” (F), and friends gather at Marlow’s Tavern for a
networking event on April 1 during the meeting; H)
students from the Lash lab enjoying the sunshine, climate,
and attractions of Orlando, too! Nearly two dozen
students and faculty presented work at the meeting.
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Upcoming Alumni Events
We hope to see you at an upcoming gathering
of fellow Redbirds. You can look for us at some
of the following upcoming events:
 ChemEd

2019—Tuesday, July 23, 5:30-7:30 pm
Board & Barrel, Naperville, IL

RSVP now online at
Chemistry.IllinoisState.edu
 ACS

Midwest Regional Meeting—Oct 16-19

Wichita, KS
 ISU

Homecoming—Oct 25-26

Watch Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, and our
website for details.
Interested in helping host or organize an event closer
to you? Please let us know!

Stay in Touch
Alumni of the Department of Chemistry are an
important component to the continued
success of our program. By going forth and
"Spreading the Red" and making us proud, our
alumni represent the Department well around
the city, state, country, and world. We are
always excited to hear what our alumni are up
to now and to keep them involved in the
happenings in and around the
Department. Drop a line to
Chemistry@IllinoisState.edu or alumni
liaison Dr. Greg Ferrence (ferrence@ilstu.edu).
Like us.

Join us.

Follow us.

