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Prof. Greg Ferrence Named American Chemical Society Fellow

Illinois State University Professor of Chemistry Gregory
Ferrence has been selected as a fellow of the American
Chemical Society (ACS). The prestigious ACS Fellows Program
recognizes and honors members of the American Chemical
Society for their outstanding achievements in and
contributions to the science and the profession as well as
exemplary service to the society.
“Dr. Ferrence has contributed enormously to the scientific
community with his extensive work in X-Ray crystallography,
as well as his service to the ACS, including as a member of
the national Ethics Committee,” said Department of
Chemistry Chair Craig McLauchlan. “Accolades such as this
are an example of his dedication to our discipline, and also
speak to the continuing excellence of Illinois State’s
chemistry faculty members.”
Ferrence is also a fellow in the Royal Society of Chemistry.
He was named Illinois Professor of the Year by the Carnegie
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching and the

Council for Advancement and Support of Education, and the
Illinois Heartland Local Section of the American Chemical
Society recognized him chemist of the year.
His research on crystal structures has appeared in international
scholarly journals, such as the Journal of the American Chemical
Society, Angewandte Chemie, Chemical
Communications, Inorganic Chemistry, and the Journal of
Chemical Education, and he has earned more than $1 million in
grants from the National Science Foundation. Ferrence has
presented his work and advocacy of chemical education using
crystallographic data around the globe.
The 2016 ACS Fellows were honored at a special ceremony
during the ACS National Meeting in Philadelphia in August.
Ferrence is pictured at left with ACS Immediate Past President,
Dr. Diane Grob Schmidt, who presented the award.
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Greetings! School is back in session and we begin our 50th year
as an independent Department. We continue our celebrating —
we have a display in Milner Library, several alumni are coming
back to give seminars as part of our seminar series, and we have
two big events planned for October (see back page). We
welcome new biochemistry colleague Dr. Chris Weitzel; look for a
profile in our next ChemLetter. With all of the hustle and bustle
of the new school year, it will quickly be October, so I hope you
will consider joining us as we celebrate. You are all part of our
history! Happy Anniversary to us!
Cheers,
Craig C. McLauchlan

We’re hiring!

Want to help make the Chemistry
Department even better? Please help us spread the word
that we have two tenure track faculty searches underway.
We are searching for individuals who will further
strengthen our programs and contribute in general/
physical chemistry and general/inorganic chemistry.
Please visit Chemistry.IllinoisState.edu or
Jobs.IllinoisState.edu for further details.

50th Anniversary Banquet
On April 29, 2016 alumni, students, faculty, staff, friends,
family, and even Reggie Redbird gathered at the Marriott
in uptown Normal to kick off our 50th Anniversary celebration. Alumnus Phil Januszewski (B.S. ‘05) served as
emcee for the evening and led those gathered in networking, socializing, and a bit of ISU Chemistry Trivia.

A display of ISU and ISU Chemistry memorabilia included
a brick from Old Main, pictures of the building of both
the Felmley Science Annex and the Science Lab Building,
and copies of past newsletters. As part of the festivities,
awards for current students were also presented. Thank
you to all those who were able to join us for this fun
event to kick things off.

Clockwise from top: Prof. Steve Peters and Prof. Emeritus Dick Reiter enjoy a laugh with Reggie Redbird; Alexandra Mandl ’16 receives an award from Prof. Marge Jones; Dave Ryan ’74 examines past ChemLetters on the artifact table; Phil Januszewski ‘05 gives
his idol Reggie a hug.

2016 Awards
ACS Commendable Student Chapter Award: Chem Club

Outstanding Biochemistry Student: Alexandra Mandl

ACS Green Chemistry Student Chapter Award: Chem Club

Outstanding Inorganic Chemistry Student: Michael Crawford

ACS Illinois Heartland Collegiate Scholars: Alexandra Mandl

Outstanding Physical Chemistry Student: Alessandra Bruno

ACS Division of Inorganic Chemistry Research Award:
Colleen Chin

POLYED Award in Organic Chemistry: Sara Bell

CRC General Chemistry Achievement Award: Ye Jin Jang
Hypercube Scholar Award: Samantha Huffman
Outstanding Analytical Chemistry Student: Alessandra Bruno
Outstanding Chemical Education Student: Stacie Cler

Outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant: Stacie Cler
James B. “Ben” Sedgwick Scholarship: Matt Drummer
Sol Shulman Scholarship: Emilee Baldwin, Sara Bell, Daniel
Beres, Bill Darrow, Morgan Grunloh, Samantha Huffman, Kyle
Lieberum, Abigail Poehls, Grant Steiner

Bone Scholars!
Seniors William Darrow and Nora Fredstrom have been named
Robert G. Bone Scholars for 2016-2017. Congratulations! This
is ISU’s highest award for undergraduate students.

Alas, our 50th Anniversary golf outing, scheduled for April 30,
was rained out. Thanks to those hearty souls who came out
anyway and enjoyed some fellowship in the clubhouse!

Updates from Alumni
Alumni of the Department of Chemistry are an important component to the continued success of our program. By going forth and
"Spreading the Red" and making us proud, our alumni represent the Department well around the city, state, country, and world. We
are always excited to hear what our alumni are up to now and to keep them involved in the happenings in and around the Department. Drop a line to Chemistry@IllinoisState.edu or alumni liaison Dr. Greg Ferrence (ferrence@ilstu.edu).
Like us.

Join us.

Follow us.

Adam Schafer (B.S. ‘11, M.S.C.E., ‘16, Boesdorfer) had been teaching high school, and is now headed to Miami
University (Ohio) to pursue a Ph.D. He presented some of his work at the BCCE in Colorado this summer.
Dr. Chris Cooper (B.S. ‘04, Jones) is now Life Sciences Account Manager, Mid-Atlantic, for Malvern Instruments.
Dr. E. Michael Ostap (B.S. ‘88, Jones) of the University of Pennsylvania and Director of the Pennsylvania Muscle
Insitute, received a MERIT AWARD from the National Institute of General Medical Sciences, NIH.

Cassie Goodman (B.S. ‘12, M.S. ‘14, Hitchcock) is now at NIST in Gaithersburg, Maryland.
Matt Beio (B.S. ‘11, Jones) is finishing up his Ph.D. at the University of Nebraska.
Yixin Ren (M.S. ‘14, Szczepura) is a Ph.D. student at University of Texas– Dallas.
Dr. Nathanael Kidwell (B.S. ‘10, Baur) is now an Assistant Professor of Chemistry at the College of William & Mary.
Dr. Matthew Kiesewetter (B.S. ‘04, Stevenson), an Assistant Professor of Chemistry at Rhode Island, recently was
awarded a CAREER Award from the National Science Foundation.
George Van Den Driessche (M.S. ’15, Standard), a Ph.D. student at North
Carolina State University, was awarded the Scholarship for Scientific
Excellence Award in the ACS Division of Chemical Information at the Philly ACS
meeting. He also received the Fisher Thesis Award from Illinois State
University earlier this year (shown at right with Dr. Standard).

Come Help Celebrate Chemistry’s 50th Anniversary

Join us during Homecoming with parade
watching and networking in front of the
Science Lab Building beginning at 10 am.
We will also hold a tailgate near the stadium —
watch Facebook, our website, or our social
media accounts for a final location.
Bring a side to share!
Come join us!

Join us on Mole Day eve for a day-long
celebration of our history. Campus tours,
Science Lab Building open house, student
posters, reminiscences from faculty and early
students, displays of our past, a visit from the
University Archivist, opportunities to network
and share, and a planetarium show are all on
the agenda. Items for display are still being
collected. See the web link below for
RSVP information.

For more information please visit
Chemistry.IllinoisState.edu/ISUChem50

