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McDonald 2019 Ryder Lecturer
In conjunction with our Senior Banquet & Awards Ceremony (see
page 3), the Illinois State University Department of Chemistry
hosted physician Dr. Lynn McDonald (B.S. ‘81, West) as its 2019
Bernard L. Ryder Distinguished Alumni Lecturer. As the concluding portion of the event, McDonald shared her talk with the assembled audience. She shared her experiences at ISU that led
her to a career in medicine, by way of the Air Force, with the
gathered students, families, Faculty, staff, alumni, and friends of
the Department. The Ryder Distinguished Lecture series is
named for Bernard L. Ryder, Ph.D. the first chair of the Department of Chemistry. Dr. McDonald’s connection to the Ryder family is strong; she credits her high school chemistry teacher, his son
Richard Ryder, with her decision to come to ISU! Ryder’s daughter, Mary Ryder, Ph.D., was on hand to present the certificate.

Left to right: Professor Emeritus Ted Ichniowski, 2019
Bernard L. Ryder Distinguished Alumni Lecturer Dr.
Lynn McDonald, and Dr. Mary Ryder.

Paul Bloom named to CAS HOF

Left to right: Professor Emeritus Roger Bunting, Paul D. Bloom, and
John Baur at the College of Arts and Sciences Hall of Fame Ceremony.

Dr. Paul D. Bloom (B.S. ‘96, Bunting) was inducted in
to the ISU College of Arts and Sciences Hall of Fame
in a ceremony held on September 28, 2019. Bloom
currently serves as Vice President of Process and
Chemical Research at Archer Daniels Midland (ADM)
Company in Decatur, IL. In that role, he leads research efforts in process development and chemical
research to help ADM develop technologies that will
improve the company’s cost position and drive new
product opportunities. He also works with ADM’s
commercial and production teams to move technologies from the laboratory to deployment. He was
one of five inductees. Congratulations, Paul!
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2019 Senior Banquet & Awards Ceremony
ACS Honorable Mention Student Chapter Award:
Chem Club
ACS Illinois Heartland Collegiate Scholar: Jake Grabowski
ACS Division of Inorganic Chemistry Undergraduate
Award: Kaylee Kuzelka
ACS Undergraduate Award in Analytical Chemistry:
Jessica Holtz
ACS Undergraduate Award in Organic Chemistry:
Jake Grabowski
ACS Undergraduate Award in Physical Chemistry:
Jake Grabowski
CRC General Chemistry Achievement Award:
Kimberly Le
Outstanding Analytical Chemistry Student:
Evan Strandquist
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Outstanding Biochemistry Student: David Platt
Outstanding Chemistry Education Student: Kyle Lieberum
Outstanding Inorganic Chemistry Student: Jake Grabowski
POLYED Award in Organic Chemistry: Jordan Witte
Outstanding Physical Chemistry Student: Marcus Steffen
Sheryll (Renken) and Todd Rockway Scholarship:
Elizabeth Garrelts
James B. “Ben” Sedgwick Scholarship: Jessica Shaw
Sol Shulman Scholarship: Jared Cihlar, Seth Corrie, Julie
Harris, Rachel Jonas, Kimberly Le, Luke Madden, Emily
Pranskevicius, Noah Ruenger, Andrew Schmidt
Outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant: Jemima Lartey
Robert Duty Service Award: Rachel Angles

Clockwise from top left: Jessica Shaw received the
James “Ben” Sedgwick Memorial Scholarship at the
Senior Banquet and Awards Ceremony. Shaw (left) is
shown with (L to R) Trilby Sedgwick, Amy Gilliland, and
Cathy Stone. Jake Grabowski with Andy Mitchell. Evan
Strandquist with Jeremy Driskell. Chem Club Officers
(L to R) Jessica Shaw, Sam Kempel, Melissa Mathius,
Selena Oskard, and Kaylee Kuzelka. Jessica Holtz and
Chris Mulligan. Sheryll (Renken) and Todd Rockway
Scholarship winner Elizabeth Garrelts (center) with the
Rockways.

Facing page: Students gather for a group photo
following the Senior banquet and awards
ceremony on April 26, 2019.
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Updates from Alumni
Dr. Deyaa AbuSalim (B.S. ‘11, M.S. ’14, Lash) defended his Ph.D. dissertation at Indiana University and is now
working at ExxonMobil in New Jersey.
Helen Bremert (M.C.E. ’19) is beginning her Doctorate Research Program in the Department of Education at
the University of Sydney.
Dr. Andrea Bruck (B.S. ’14, Szczepura) completed her Ph.D. at Stony Brook University and will begin a postdoctoral fellowship at Northeastern University in Boston.
Paul DeJong (B.S. ’15) was named to the 2019 Major League Baseball All Star Game. He was also named the
St. Louis Cardinals’ preliminary winner of the 2019 Heart and Hustle Award as a player who “demonstrate[s] a
passion for the game of baseball and best [embodies] the values, spirit and traditions of the game.” Paul was
also a finalist for the Gold Glove at shortstop in the National League.
Benjamin Dilday (B.S. ‘12, M.S. ’14, Standard) is now the Food Safety Quality Assurance Manager at Home
Chef.
Dr. Stacy Fosu (M.S. ’14, Lash) defended her Ph.D. dissertation at The Ohio State University and is now
working at Abbvie.
We are sad to learn of the death of Dr. Kenneth Hanck (B.S. ‘64), a long-time faculty member at North
Carolina State University.
Dr. Jiayun (Jenny) Hu (M.S. ’13, Kim) is now at Sanofi Genzyme.
Dr. Ken Kite (B.S. ‘02, M.S. ’03, Cedeño) is now a Senior Quality Engineer with Boston Scientific in Maple
Grove, MN.
Takaoki Koyanagi (B.S. ‘07, M.S. ‘09, Nagorski) is now a fellow at Insight Data Science in Seattle, WA.
Dr. Ruwan Kurulugama (M.S. ’02, Baur) is now a lead research scientist for Agilent’s IMS Q-TOF instrument.
Daniel Kyinakwa (M.S.C.E. ‘18) won the 2018 Outstanding Faculty Award from Garden City Community
College in Garden City, KS.
Alissa Lammer (B.S. ‘17, M.S. ’19, Lash) is now working at American Biochemicals in College Station, TX.
Julian Moriones (B.S. ‘18, Lash) is now an Associate Scientist at Valent Biosciences.
Adam O’Leary (B.S. ‘13, M.S. ‘X15, Mulligan) is now Principal Analytical Chemist at
FONA International.
Craig A. Wallace (B.S. ‘15, M.S. ‘17, McLauchlan) won the 2019 Early Career
Chemist Award from the Illinois Heartland Local Section of the American Chemical
Society (right). Craig is employed by Lozier Oil Co. at Caterpillar’s Technical Testing
Center in Mossville, IL. He and his wife Tori are also celebrating the birth of their
first child.
Xiao Wu (M.S. ‘18, McLauchlan) is now at Merck (MSD) near Beijing.
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Alumni Gatherings
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We are always pleased to be able to gather with alumni and friends at gatherings around the
region and country, often in association with professional meetings. Here are some photos from some of our
most recent gatherings in Lisle, IL and Peoria, IL. We also held gatherings in Minneapolis, MN and in Naperville, IL over the past few months. Stay tuned (online) for information about joining us at Pittcon in Chicago
on March 2 or in Philadelphia on March 23 during the spring 2020 ACS meeting in the coming months!

James Lowe (M.S. ‘87, Tsang), Craig C. McLauchlan, and
Christine Daraska (B.S. ‘86, M.S. ‘88 West) pose with Flat
Reggies during the ACS GLRM gathering in Lisle, IL in May.

In an impromptu reunion, ISU students past and present gathered with current faculty at the recent Illinois Heartland Local
Section of the American Chemical Society banquet held in Peoria.

Our Newest Alumni!
Welcome to our newest ISU Chemistry alumni, who graduated this May/August.
Stacie M. Cler (B.S. ‘15, Mitchell; M.S.C.E. ‘19,
Boesdorfer)
Alissa Latham (B. S. ‘17, M.S. ‘19, Lash)

Sean Jones (B.S. ‘19)
Samuel Kempel (B.S. ‘19, Lash)
Kyle Lieberum (B.S. ‘19, Boesdorfer)

David C. Platt (B.S. ‘14, Cedeño; M.S. ‘19, Jones)

Trevor McDaniel (B.S. ‘19, Mulligan)

Jacob A. Walker (B.S. ‘17, M.S. ‘19, Friesen)

Kevin Morman (B.S. ‘19)

Amy Stoff (B.S. ‘09 Hunter; M.S.C.E. ‘19, Boesdorfer)

Bayleigh Mull (B.S. ‘19)

Rachel Angles (B.S. ‘19)

Abigail Poehls (B.S. ‘19, Mulligan)

Daniel J. Beres (B.S. ‘19, Boesdorfer/Green)

Dylan Pool (B.S. ‘19)

Jacob J. Bulandr (B.S. ‘19, Mitchell)

Guadalupe Ruiz (B.S. ‘19, Driskell)

Alyssa Gasa (B.S. ‘19, Mulligan)

Kevin Woroch (B.S. ‘19)

Morgan Grunloh (B.S. ‘19, Hitchcock)

Emma Cramer (B.S. ‘19, Lash)

Katie Hirschey (B.S. ‘19)

Nicholas Aiello (B.S. ‘19)

YeJin Yang (B.S. ‘19, Boesdorfer)

Payton Grinestaff (B.S. ‘19)
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ISU alumna pushes for more
By Nick Erickson (Reprinted from ISU News with Permission)
Candice Halbert ’01 belongs in any room she enters. A
chemistry graduate from Illinois State, Halbert has
devoted her career to neutron scattering and is a scientific
associate at Oak Ridge National Laboratory, where she has
worked since 2006.
Her expertise has led her to research opportunities and
conferences all over the globe. Even with her distinguished
resume, Halbert is often noticeable in those rooms for
different reasons. It hit her during one trip abroad.
“I went to group meeting and I’m sitting in a room with
Candice Halbert ’01 urges students to take advantage of opporabout 25 people,” Halbert said. “And it’s no women except tunities and pay it forward during her keynote speech.
me and no people of color at all.”
Halbert was the keynote speaker at the sixth annual Charles Morris STEM Social for underrepresented
students held November 7 in the Vrooman Center. She
told the crowd of mostly Illinois State students and faculty
that it took teachers and professors to find a spark in her
scientific skillset for her career to take off. From there, she
took advantage of her opportunities and wasn’t afraid to
take chances.
While still working as a scientific associate, Halbert has
committed her additional time to be that spark for other
promising STEM students from underrepresented groups.

Halbert established Yo-STEM (Youth Outreach in Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) in Knoxville,
Tennessee. The nonprofit’s purpose is to work with underserved communities to address the lack of diversity in
STEM.

The more children are exposed to these types of disciplines and seeing people who look like them working in
the industry, the more likely they are to pursue something
similar, Halbert said. “You don’t know what you want to
be unless you can see it, and representation matters big
time in those instances.”
At the STEM Social, Illinois State honored several students
who are already taking steps to break down those barriers.
Juniors Ciara Newman and Angela Brown earned the
Charles Morris STEM Scholarship, a $500 prize funded
through the Charles Morris Jr. Educational Equity Fund. In
addition, students
Jasmine Service, Makayla Boykin, Juan Canchola, and
Ewurabena Okai received $230 scholarships. The Charles
Morris STEM Social Team won an honorable mention
Team Excellence Award at the University and earned a
$1,000 prize. The group decided to split its winnings into
additional student scholarships.

Candice Halbert ’01 answers a question for 2019 Charles Morris
STEM Scholarship winner Ciara Newman.
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Continued on p. 7.
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Fa diversity in STEM fields
Junior Lesley Pinzon, who won the Charles STEM Scholarship along with senior Earon Grinage last year, is a general
biology major who hopes to go into dentistry someday.
Pinzon is also a first-generation college student who has
been knocking down doors her whole life. She said having
someone like Halbert come back to campus is a drive to
keep chasing after big goals.
“I think that’s really motivational to a lot of students to see
someone who was able to overcome those obstacles and
still play a big role in a certain field like health care or research,” Pinzon said.
Charles Morris, professor emeritus of math and vice president

Halbert addressed the audience for nearly 25 minutes and emeritus of administrative services, welcomes guests to the
ended her speech with three bullet points: Leave a legacy; STEM Social named after him.
be intentional; and don’t be afraid to take new chances
going to get rid of underserved communities to a point
and accept new opportunities.
where everybody is served, then we have to do the work
She emphasized to students how important it is to give
now,” Halbert said.
back. “If we are going to change the future and if we are
Halbert has left her legacy and continues to build it. Other
Redbirds at the event hope to leave a similar one.
“I feel a lot of times we lose track of where we came from
when we make it to the top,” Grinage said. “I just want to
be a great influence on black and brown children who
want to do STEM, or who wants to do anything in their life
they thought at one point was unachievable.”

Clockwise from top left, Charles Morris, professor emeritus of
math and vice president emeritus of administrative services,
congratulates Ciara Newman, Makayla Boykin, and Jasmine
Service on their scholarships.
7

Kudos
Quite a few accolades and honors have been bestowed in the past few months. Congratulations to these
following individuals, whose photos appear clockwise from top left:
Friend of the Department Dr. Kathy S. Bohn has been named to the ISU Board of Trustees by Governor J. B.
Pritzker. Congratulations, Dr. Bohn!
Pascal Eyimegwu (M.S. ‘19, Kim) received the Lela Winegarner scholarship from ISU’s Graduate School.
Drs. Shawn Hitchcock and Elisha Swanson were honored with the 2018-19 Impact Award by ISU’s University College. The award is intended to honor those who make a strong impression on first-semester ISU
students and is awarded based on student nominations. Chemistry is often well-represented .
Congratulations to our latest honorees!
M.S. student Jemima Lartey (Kim lab) was named the College of Arts and Sciences Graduate Student
Teaching Award Level II for M.S. teaching assistants.
Dr. Tim Lash received a National Science Foundation grant for $339,999 that began in September 2019.
Dr. Jonathan Mills joined the Department in August of 2019. He received a grant to attend the Cottrell
Scholars Collaborative New Faculty Workshop before he arrived. Look for a profile in a future issue.
Dr. Chris Mulligan was promoted to Professor
Academic Advisor Shanna McDaniels was elected to the ISU Academic Advisory Council.
Dr. Lisa Szczepura will be the College of Arts and Sciences Lecturer at 5 pm on March 19, 2020.
All are welcome. She was also recently named a University Professor. Look for a full story in a future issue.
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Industrial Visits and Partnerships
Getting to visit alumni and friends in their workplaces has
been a very fascinating aspect in my role as Chair. We are
so lucky to have so much support for our students! Here
are a few photos from recent visits. I’d love to hear from
you if you’re willing to let us come visit. I look forward to
crossing paths with you on campus, at an upcoming alumni
event, or electronically. Thank you for that support and
thanks for reading. Craig C. McLauchlan

Students, faculty, and staff visiting Carter
Siegfried (far right, B.S. ‘07) and his team at
ThermoFisher in Rockford, IL in April 2019.

Students, faculty, and staff visiting AbbVie in North
Chicago, IL in June. Alumnus Brad Greiner (B.S. ‘05, M.S.
‘08, McLauchlan) played host. The cafeteria
became a mini-ISU reunion with several alums joining the
students!

Students enjoyed a visit to the SOS lab at
Caterpillar in Peoria, IL in May 2019.

Stay in Touch
Alumni of the Department of Chemistry are an
important component to the continued success of our
program. By going forth and "Spreading the Red" and
making us proud, our alumni represent the
Department well around the city, state, country, and
world. We are always excited to hear what our
alumni are up to now and to keep them involved in the
happenings in and around the Department. Drop a line
to Chemistry@IllinoisState.edu or alumni
liaison Dr. Greg Ferrence (ferrence@ilstu.edu).
Like us.

Join us.

Follow us.

Teachers… want an ISU Chemistry Periodic Table for
your classroom? As part of our celebration of the
International Year of the Periodic Table we have a
limited number of remaining tables (30” x 24” when
unfolded). Fill out our quick online survey and we’ll
mail you one. First come, first served!
https://tinyurl.com/ISUChem-IYPT .
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Passing on a Love of science
By Laura Freyman (Also to be reprinted in Alumni Magazine)

Sher ’71 and Todd Rockway are passionate about encouraging students to embrace science. During Redbirds Rising:
The Campaign for Illinois State, the Rockways established
the Sheryll (Renken) and Todd Rockway Endowed Scholarship in Biology, giving more than $37,000 to support the
endowment. The scholarship assists students majoring in
biology or chemistry at Illinois State University.
Sher and Todd met in 2001 and were brought together by
a mutual appreciation of science. Todd obtained a Ph.D. in
chemistry from the University of Arizona, Tucson, in 1983.
Sher earned a Ph.D. in science education from the University of Iowa in 1993. They married in 2004 and after both
retired—Sher from teaching science in the Indian Prairie
School District and Todd from a chemistry management
role at Abbott Laboratories—the two settled in Baileys
Harbor, WI.
A shared volunteer experience was the impetus for their
gift to Illinois State. While working with disadvantaged
youth through Waukegan to College, a community-based
college preparatory program, the Rockways saw firsthand
the barriers some students face when pursuing a college
degree.
“We spent many Saturday mornings mentoring youth

Sher and Todd Rockway

through Waukegan to College,” said Todd. “It was neat to
see kids we’d worked with go to college and graduate.”
The Rockways’ endowment is a resource for undergraduate students majoring in biology or chemistry who demonstrate academic achievement and/or financial need.
“We feel very blessed to be able to give back to Illinois
State,” says Sher, who has been giving consistently to her
alma mater since she graduated.
Todd agrees, noting that it’s rewarding to encourage students to maintain an interest in science.
“We wanted to communicate to students who love science
that it’s okay to like science, it’s okay to be a chemistry
person,” said Todd. “And if students who are interested in
science can get a job doing what they love, their job will
become a hobby.”
Chemistry major and biological science minor Elizabeth
Garrelts received the Sheryll (Renken) and Todd Rockway
Endowed Scholarship in Biology and Chemistry in 2019.
(See photo on page 3) She knows first-hand how helpful
the support of a fellow science lover can be.

Todd Rockway, far left, at a Waukegan to College event. Left to
right: Todd Rockway, St. Paul Lutheran Church; Greg White,
CEO LEARN Charter Network; Michael Knight, St. Joseph
Catholic Church; Laura Rios, Waukegan to College
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“As a woman in chemistry with ambitions of attending
medical school, receiving the scholarship helped me gain
more confidence,” says Garrelts. “In the future, this scholarship will help others to find their value, just like it helped
me to find mine.”
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Homecoming 2019

Rain showers and a brief power outage couldn’t detract
from the fun for the hardy souls who gathered to
celebrate Homecoming in the Department on October
26, 2019. After our tradition of parade watching
(although mostly from inside this year), we gathered in
the atrium and hallways of the Science Lab Building to
enjoy food and fellowship and even some tailgating
games! We hope you’ll consider joining us for 2020
Homecoming, Redbirds in Flight, on October 25!
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Department of Chemistry
Campus Box 4160
Normal, IL 61790-4160

Alumni Day Guest
Dr. Perry Motsegood (B.S. ‘97, M.S. ‘02, Baur) was the Department’s
Alumni Day guest during the 2019 Homecoming festivities. He is a
senior engineer at TerraPower in Bellevue, WA. He currently manages
research and development in support of the Molten
Chloride Fast Reactor (MCFR), which uses high temperature molten
salt as the fuel source. During his time at ISU he focused on carbon
fiber electrochemistry of neurotransmitters. Motsegood then worked
several years working for an NMR startup before earning his Ph.D. at
the University of Iowa, employing electrochemistry for the development of sensors and batteries. He began his postdoc career, and
eventual staff position, in molten salts at Argonne National Laboratory
by developing scalable methods for the electrolytic reduction of heavy
metal oxides to their elemental form for pyroprocessing used nuclear
fuel. Perry is an advocate of low carbon emission energy that can
support grid-scale solutions. He his experiences relating
electrochemistry to the energy sector and their potential impacts for
Dr. Perry Motsegood
the coming century. This year’s theme was perfect for Perry, who
is a Gamma Phi Circus alum, too!
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